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As all of us know, summer is short in 
Michigan. Most of us endured a long, hard 
winter and it makes me appreciate why 
so many of my clients head south for the 
winter. Surprisingly, I have had many 
clients who thought they were going to 
live in Florida forever, but find themselves 
coming back after the loss of their spouse or 
to be around their children or grandchildren. 
For me, I have found that it pays to take 
my vacations during the winter months 
and head south for awhile. As many of my 
clients know, I like to go down the last week 
of December and the first week in January 
and then likewise take another two weeks in 
February. So summertime vacations for my 
family and I are usually just long weekends 
away somewhere like campgrounds, water 
parks, or just sightseeing in Michigan.

During this winter I took my clan down to 
Disney World. Now, I have been to Disney 
at least ten times over the years. However, 
this trip I found the parks to be getting 
really expensive. Three days in the park set 
me back a nice chunk of change. Natalie, 
my five year old, really enjoyed seeing all 
the Disney characters and I did not have the 
heart to tell her they were just actors… She 
really believes she meet Ariel from the Little 
Mermaid and Cinderella! I just don’t see 
how most families can afford this vacation 
park anymore, unless you have only one 
child. I find myself talking like my parents 
used to, as in, “I am not going to pay five 
dollars for some small bag of popcorn!” I 
noticed the park was filled with over fifty 
percent of people from other countries. 
Perhaps their money is worth more when 
converted to U.S. dollars. That concerns me. 
I don’t mind a slightly weaker U.S. dollar, 
as it aids our exports, but I sure do miss 
travel bargains overseas. I still remember 

the travel book in the 1970s called Europe 
on Ten Dollars a Day!

The family and I have decided to sell 
our Livonia home and buy something a 
little bigger. With six people living in the 
house I am looking for a place with more 
elbow room. While most of my friends are 
downsizing, I am expanding. Go figure. 
There are great buys out there today in the 
real estate market. I am glad that housing 
is much more affordable in Michigan than 
many other places.

Mike’s Surprise
Mike, my trusty assistant, and his new 

wife are also buying a new home. After 
Mike and Gabby tied the knot last month 
they decided it was time to really establish 
themselves as a couple and put down some 
roots. I enjoyed their wedding out in Fenton. 
It was a lovely ceremony with an excellent 
live high school choir as background music. 
You see, Mike’s new wife Gabby teaches 
at a local high school and had no problem 
getting students to help out! The reception 
was soon after and everyone enjoyed 
themselves immensely. Mike had made his 
own special brew of beer for the wedding 
reception and I heard zero complaints. I 
don’t want to compliment him too much 
on his beer brewing ability because I would 
hate to lose a good employee because he 
opened his own microbrewery. I wish 
them all the good luck in the world on 
their marriage. As you know, I believe in 
marriage and feel people are blessed if they 
can find someone to share their life with.
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But Dad!
A young college co-ed came running in tears 

to her father. “Dad, you gave me some ter-
rible financial advice!”
“I did? What did I tell you?” said the dad.
“You told me to put my money in that big 

bank, and now that big bank is in trouble.”  
“What are you talking about? That’s one of 

the largest banks in the state,” he said. “there 
must be some mistake.”
“I don’t think so,” she sniffed. “They just re-

turned one of my checks with a note saying, 
‘Insufficient Funds’.”

Family Matters
When George found out he was going to in-

herit a fortune when his ill father died, he de-
cided he needed a woman to enjoy it with. So 
one evening he went to a singles club where 
he checked out the most beautiful woman he 
had ever seen.
Her natural beauty was astounding it took 

his breath away. “I may look like just an or-
dinary man,” he said as he walked up to her, 
“but in just a week or two my father will die, 
and I’ll inherit 15 million dollars.”
Impressed, the woman went home with him 

that evening.
Three days later, she became his stepmother.

A Well-Planned Retirement
Outside England’s Bristol Zoo there is a park-

ing lot for 150 cars and 8 buses. For 25 years, 
its parking fees were managed by a very 
pleasant attendant…
The fees for cars ($1.40), for buses (about $7).
Then, one day, after 25 solid years of never 

missing a day of work, he just didn’t show up; 
so the zoo management called the city council 
and asked it to send them another parking 
agent.
The council did some research and replied 

that the parking lot was the zoo’s own respon-
sibility. The zoo advised the council that the 
attendant was a city employee.
The city council responded that the lot atten-

dant had never been on the city payroll.
Meanwhile, sitting in his villa somewhere 

on the coast of Spain or France or Italy is a 
man who’d apparently had a ticket machine 
installed completely on his own and then had 
simply begun to show up every day, com-
mencing to collect and keep the parking fees, 
estimated at about $560 per day — for 25 
years.
Assuming 7 days a week, this amounts to 

just over $7 million dollars…and no one even 
knows his name.


